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Part 3: Module 5: Assignment 2
1. Write a brief summary of the article and explain how it has informed your instructional practices. In your summary, define the psychological and social needs of students at each stage of group development (Stages 1, 2, & 3).
The article Group Development for Students with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders explains the psychological and social needs of students with emotional or behavioral disorders for stages 1, 2, and 3, as well as the management interventions at each group development stage (Rockwell& Guetzloe, 1996). The factors that affect the group dynamics for students with emotional or behavioral problems in a classroom include the number of students in each group, the severity of personal problems, and compatibility in both social and academic life. Students with behavioral problems have social impairments such as difficulties in taking responsibility for personal behavior and challenges in establishing and sustaining effective relationships with other people. The stages of group development are 1, 2, and 3, and each stage has various needs that have to be satisfied before an individual can satisfy the needs in the next stage.
Stage 1 is the stage at which students with behavioral problems commence their school year. The various issues in this stage include psychological need's satisfaction and the institution of safety alongside trust. In addition, the characteristics of group behaviors in this stage include regular tantrums, low tolerance to frustration, fighting, and verbal aggression. The needs in stage 1 include psychological, need for trust as well as safety, and the onset of belonging (Rockwell& Guetzloe, 1996). Psychological needs are the most basic, and teachers can address them through the provision of food, comfort, and clothing. Medical care, as well as other needs provided out of school, can be offered via referrals to agencies at the community level and social workers if such care is not provided by schools. Teachers can ensure security and build trust among their students through the institution of definite behavior management hopes and impacts and embracing proactivity on the basis of the arrangement of rooms and planning for academics. The strategies that teachers can use to ensure group enhancement in this stage include initiating and executing academic activities that orient all students and organizing game activities.
Stage 2 commences when the majority of the group members demonstrate appropriate responses to the management plans developed in the classroom (Rockwell& Guetzloe, 1996). The needs for this stage include socialization as well as belonging, and the onset of respect. The group members at this stage embrace affiliation, and working in groups becomes a possibility. Oral intimidation may also emerge as the search for a peer leader takes shape. At this stage, students should be effective communicators, and their teachers schedule opportunities to help the students achieve this strength. Additionally, activities of cooperative learning are taught at this stage, but the group cannot function wholly. The members of the group are prepared to learn skills for solving problems as well as decision-making strategies. One of the major focuses for stage 2 is the making of the most appropriate choices. Students are now ready to be included in academic as well as the behavioral setting of goals. The appropriate activities at this stage include cooking, playing card games, and construction.
Stage 3 is associated with fewer cases of conflicts as students embrace calmness in problem-solving. The needs at this stage include self-respect, respecting others, and self-actualization. The teacher communicates the expected behavior for every student, and the students support and complement one another (Rockwell& Guetzloe, 1996). Besides, the teacher gives the students autonomy to solve some of the issues among themselves. Self-actualization is the need to be recognized. Activities appropriate for self-development and self-esteem are needed at this stage. Group members can work jointly to select and achieve social as well as academic objectives. The activities performed in stage 3 include garden planting, dramatics, and newspaper publishing. The management interventions for stage 1 are the modification of behavior, self-esteem improvement, and relaxation. The management interventions for stage 2 include problem-solving, development of social skills and cooperative learning skills. The examples of management interventions for stage 3 are cooperative learning and discipline. Finally, for the effective functioning of groups, teachers should be aware of the group dynamics.
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